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Honourable Gordon Wilson      
Minister         Via e-mail 
Nova Scotia Environment     Minister.Environment@novascotia.ca 
P.O. Box 442         April 27, 2020 
Halifax, Nova Scotia  
B3J 2P8 
 
RE: Landfill Variance 
 
For more than 20 years, the 6 Municipalities in Digby and Yarmouth County have been proud supporters of 
Nova Scotia’s world leading waste management system. Through Waste Check, our Regional Solid Waste 
Resource Management Authority, we worked hard for many years to educate our residents and businesses on 
waste separation and diversion. And now, those residents and businesses have embraced that system and take 
great pride in the things that we have accomplished. The knowledge of this fact, coupled with the anticipated 
reaction from those residents and businesses, makes this landfill variance incredibly difficult to request. 
 
Region 7 is home to three small transfer stations. Located in Digby, Clare and Yarmouth they ship our solid 
waste to the Region of Queens landfill and our recyclable material to Scotia Recycling’s facility in Kentville. 
None of these transfer stations were designed for storage and their tipping floors were built just large enough 
to hold material for a day or 2 to accommodate normal operational issues (equipment failure, truck 
breakdown, winter storm, etc.). Should Scotia Recycling stop accepting our material, these transfer stations 
would very quickly be overrun and would have no choice but to dump material outside. This would result in 
unprecedented and unacceptable litter issues and likely render the material worthless. The transfer station in 
Yarmouth, the busiest of the three as a result of population density, would likely be full within a day. This 
facility was never intended for the transfer of recycling in addition to solid waste. However, as a result of the 
recent closure of the Scotia Recycling facility in Yarmouth, they have little choice but to try. 
 
Asking residents to store their material at home is not practical for a variety of reasons, and those 
Municipalities that have tried have indicated the public does not respond well. Additionally, our residents are 
dealing with tremendous stress caused by the Covid-19 pandemic and asking them to store their recyclables 
would only aggravate the situation. 
 
It is our sincerest hope that Scotia Recycling continue to accept our material at their Kentville facility. However, 
should they cease doing so, we are requesting that a variance on “banned Material” be granted to the Region 
of Queens landfill under the following conditions: 
 

• The landfilling of recyclables is a last resort and would be used to temporarily deal with the pressure of 
a facility shutdown. 

• The messaging to our residents would be that this is temporary situation brought about by the 
necessity to keep employees safe during the pandemic. 

• Residents would be asked to continue participation in our recycling program so that processing could 
start again seamlessly once facilities reopen. 

 



Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to your response and to working with your Department 
during this difficult time.  
 
 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
 
 
Leland Anthony, Warden, Municipality of Yarmouth - Chair  
Waste Check 
 
 
cc.  Minister Zach Churchill, MLA 
 Mr. Colton LeBlanc, MLA 

Regional Chairs Committee 
 NS Federation of Municipalities 

 

 


